
St. Matthews Fire Protection District 
 

2016 — 2019 
 
 

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper 
articles, pictures, etc. of the St. Matthews Fire Protection District.  They have been 
collected and arranged in chronological order.  These items were collected, 
organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring. Last revised in 
2023. 
 
There were many people who helped with this project over the years, however 3 
deserver special mention.  Rick Albers, John M. Monohan, Jr. and Jack Monohan. 
 
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the 
reader should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  
This also applies to other items such as documents, letters, etc.  Credit to the source 
of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that 
many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this 
information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them 
would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-Journal, The 
Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. 
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the 
information for any purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission 
from the source.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2016 
January 4 & 7, 2016, STMFD: 

January 13, 2016, STMFD: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 12, 2016, http://www.wdrb.com/
story/30950564/boundary-lines-cause-concern-
after-fire-near-louisville-st-matthews-border 



2016 
January 12, 2016, http://www.wdrb.com/story/30950564/boundary-lines-cause-concern-after-fire-
near-louisville-st-matthews-border 



2016 
January 14, 2016, Trustee Meeting: 

January 25, 2016, STMFD: 



2016 
January 28, 2016, http://www.wave3.com/story/31081650/crash-slows-traffic-on-i-71s-between-
blankenbaker-and-indian-hill-trail 

January 28, 2016, STMFD: 



2016 
January 30, 2016, Profit & Loss:     January 30, 2016, Balance Sheet: 



2016 
January 30, 2016, Incident Report:    February 11, 2016, Trustee Meeting: 



2016 
February 11, 2016, Trustee Meeting:  February 17, 2016, The Courier Journal:              

Former member 

 
February 18, 2016, http://
www.michaelcwellsphotography.com/2016/02/st-
matthews-kentucky-fire-dept.html               
   Michael C. Wells Photography 



2016 
February 18, 2016, http://www.michaelcwellsphotography.com/2016/02/st-matthews-kentucky-fire
-dept.html                  Michael C. Wells Photography 



2016 
February 18, 2016, http://www.michaelcwellsphotography.com/2016/02/st-matthews-kentucky-fire
-dept.html                  Michael C. Wells Photography 

February 24, 2016, STMFD: 



2016 
March 10, 2016, Trustee Meeting:  

March 27, 2016, http://www.wave3.com/
story/31573968/man-hit-by-train-killed-in-st-
matthews 

March 27, 2016, http://www.whas11.com/news/
traffic/accident-construction/train-accident-at-
chenoweth-and-westport/104375857 



2016 
March 28, 2016, The Courier-Journal 

April 20, 2016, The Courier-Journal 



2016 
April 14, 2016, Trustee Meeting: 



2016 
April 21, 2016, STMFD: 



2016 
May 3, 2016, STMFD: 



2016 
May 20, 2016, Trustee Meeting: 

 
 
 
 
May 26, 2016, http://www.whas11.com/news/local/
deputy-coroner-ids-man-found-dead-after-st-
matthews-fire/216282576 



2016 
May 26, 2016, http://www.wdrb.com/story/32075283/authorities-identify-body-found-in-st-
matthews-garage 



2016 
June 17, 2016, Trustee Meeting: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

June 27, 2016: 



2016 
July 14, 2016, Trustee Meeting: 

 
 
 
 
July 14, 2016, STMFD: 



2016 
July, 2016, Budget: 



2016 
July20 & 29, 2016, STMFD: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 5, 2016, STMFD: 



2016 
August 11, 2016, Trustee Meeting: 

 
 
 
 
August 31 & September 1, 2016, STMFD: 
 

August 22, 2016, STMFD: 



2016 
September 8, 2016, Trustee Meeting: 

September 11, 2016:               House fire at 12 Canterbury Drive in McMahan's territory.  1205 
and 2636, 2659 responded. 

 



2016 
September 24, 2016:  Former Member 



2016 
September 28-October 3, 2016:  Al Ring Trip to Louisville: 

September 30, 2016:  STMFD 



2016 
October 13, 2016, Trustee Meeting: 

 
 
 
 
November 5, 2016, Courier Journal, wife of for-
mer member. 



2016 
November 10, 2016, Trustee Meeting: 

 
November 17 & 29, 2016, STMFD: 



2016 
November 29, 2016, STMFD:  Station 2 



2016 
November 29, 2016, STMFD:  Station 2 



2016 
December 3, 2016, Working fire at 3602 St. Germaine Court around noon on a Saturday.  
McMahan and Lyndon responded. 2 1 3/4 inch lines to control. 
 
 
December 9, 2016, STMFD started its ambulance service with 2 borrowed ambulances made way 
over 20+ runs and have been going strong ever since.    2681 and 2682 are the numbers, new am-
bulances due in February 2017. 
 
 
December 12, 2016, Trustee Meeting: 

 
 
 
 



2016 
December 25, 2016, Working fire with rescue (one death) 4199 Blenheim Road, 40207.   

 
December 25, 2016, http://www.wave3.com/
story/34128544/firefighters-battle-house-fire-in-
st-matthews 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 25, 2016, http://www.wlky.com/ 



2016 
December 25, 2016, http://www.wlky.com/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 26, 2016, http://

www.wave3.com/story/34129786/officials-on-fatal-christmas-fire-its-tragic-for-everybody 



2016 
December 26, 2016, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2016 
 
Undated STMFD photos: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2016 
 
Undated STMFD photos: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2016 
 
Undated STMFD photos: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2016 
 
Undated STMFD photos: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2017 
January 9, 2017, http://www.wave3.com/story/34221429/st-matthews-fire-running-own-ems-
operation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2017 
January 12, 2017, Trustees Minutes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2017 
February  2017, http://www.stmatthewsky.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/SMCH-February-2017
-PRINTER.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2017 
February  2017, at the factory, courtesy Stuart Monohan, hope to be in service by March 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February  2017, STMFD tweets— 
 

 
 
 
 



2017 
February 16,  2017, Trustees Meeting: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2017 
February 22,  2017, ww.wave3.com/story/34977236/apartment-catches-fire-in-lyndon    Believe 
STMFD made this run. 
 
 
 



2017 
February 23,  2017, Stuart Monahan sent me pictures of Station 2: 

 
 



2017 
February,  2017, TMFD Webb Site: 



2017 
February,  2017, TMFD Webb Site: 



2017 
February,  2017, TMFD Webb Site: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 14, March 3 2017: 



2017 
February 14, March 3 2017: 



2017 
March ,  2017, http://www.michaelcwellsphotography.com/2017/03/st-matthews-fire-rescue-
ambulances.html             Michael C. Wells Photography 



2017 
March ,  2017, http://www.michaelcwellsphotography.com/2017/03/st-matthews-fire-rescue-
ambulances.html             Michael C. Wells Photography 



2017 
March ,  2017, http://www.michaelcwellsphotography.com/2017/03/st-matthews-fire-rescue-
ambulances.html             Michael C. Wells Photography 



2017 
March 9,  2017, Trustees Meeting: 



2017 
March 8,  2017, twitter 



2017 
March 14,  2017, http://www.wave3.com/story/34848739/st-matthews-fire-and-rescue-offering-
ambulance-services 



2017 
March 13,  2017: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 17 to 24,  2017: 



2017 
March 17 to 24,  2017: 



2017 
April 1 to 13,  2017: 



2017 
April 13, 2017, Trustees Meeting: 

April 19, 2017, Working fire at 228 Sage Rod.  
STMFD, Harrods Creek, Lyndon responded. 
April 18, had small kitchen fire in Cyprus apart-
ments. 



2017 
April 20, 2017, Another fire 228 Sage Road 



2017 
April 20, 2017, ww.wdrb.com/story/35205420/st-matthews-home-catches-fire-three-times-in-24-
hours 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 23, 26, 2017, STMFD: 



2017 
April 28, 2017, Fire a 3950 Massie Avenue. WDRB TV 



2017 
May 5, 2017, Rollover at Shelbyville Road and Sage. 



2017 
May 7, 2017, Fire at 4306 Manner Dale, STMFD 2631 responded. 



2017 
May 8, 2017, Fire at 4306 Manner Dale, STMFD 2631 responded. 



2017 
May 10, 2017, http://www.wdrb.com/story/35399957/st-matthews-residents-call-for-speed-humps-
but-fire-chief-says-its-not-a-good-idea 



2017 
May 22, 2017, Trustees Meet-
ing: 



2017 
May 22, 2017, Trustees Meeting: 



2017 
May 26, 2017,  STMFD Facebook: 



2017 
May 30, 2017: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 2, 2017: 



2017 
June 14, 2017,    1205, 1235, 2636 and 2659 responded to Apartment fire at 8108 Lake Terrace, 
called extra engine for staff.   Lyndon’s District 
 

Courtesy http://www.wave3.com/story/35762981/fire-crews-respond-to-apartment-blaze-in-lyndon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2017 
June 13 to 15, 2017,  STMFD Facebook: 



2017 
June 14, 2017, http://www.wdrb.com/story/35668082/despite-fire-chiefs-disapproval-st-matthews-
council-approves-speed-humps-on-busy-street 



2017 
June 15, 2017,    Trustees Meeting: 

 
 
 
 
 

June 15, 2017,    http://www.wave3.com/story/35762981/metro-arson-lyndon-area-apartment-fire-
caused-by-stove 



2017 
June 25, 2017,    STMFD— 
 

 



2017 
July 8, 2017,  Courier Journal: 



2017 
July 14, 2017, The Courier-Journal 



2017 
July 16, 2017,  STMFD Facebook: 



2017 
July 20, 2017,  Trustees Meeting: 



2017 
July 21, 2017,  STMFD Facebook: 



2017 
August 9, 2017,  STMFD Facebook: 



2017 
August 10, 2017,  Trustees Meeting: 



2017 
August 9, 12, 18, 21, 2017,  STMFD Facebook: 



2017 
August 24, 2017,  STMFD Facebook: 



2017 
August 30, 2017,  STMFD Facebook: 



2017 
September 5 & 8, 2017,  STMFD Facebook: 



2017 
September 14, 2017,  Trustees Meeting: 



2017 
2017—https://www.luckett-farley.com/Case-Studies/Detail/80/St.-Matthews-Fire-District-Station-
Renovation 



2017 
2017—https://www.luckett-farley.com/Case-Studies/Detail/80/St.-Matthews-Fire-District-Station-
Renovation 

2017—http://www.lifelineambulance.com/
listings/st-matthews-fire-protection-district/ 



2017 
October 1, 2017,  WDRBTV: 



2017 
October 2, 2017,  STMFD Facebook: 



2017 
October 7, 2017,  STMFD Facebook: 



2017 
October 8, 2017,  ww.wave3.com/story/36546823/police-investigating-fatal-crash-on-shelbyville-
road 

October 8, 2017,  ww.wdrb.com/story/36546821/
police-investigating-fatal-crash-in-st-matthews 

October 10, 2017, The Courier-Journal 



2017 
October 11 & 12, 2017,  STMFD Facebook: 



2017 
October 14, 2017,  STMFD Facebook: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 29, 2017” 



2017 
October 12, 2017, Trustees Meeting 



2017 
October 12, 2017, Trustees Meeting 



2017 
October 22, 2017, The Courier-Journal 



2017 
November 7, 2017,  http://www.wave3.com/story/36790352/possible-explosion-leads-to-fire-house-

col- lapse 



2017 
November 7 & 8, 2017,  SMFD Facebook:    Near Jeffersontown. 



2017 
November 11, 2017,  SMFD Facebook:     



2017 
November 16, 2017,  Trustees Meeting 



2017 
November 16, 2017,  Trustees Meeting   Agreed to order new ambulance 



2017 
November 21, 2017,  Working fire at 310 Foeburn Lane—Kitchen fire, Lyndon& Harrods Creek 
also responded. 

 
November 23, 2017, STMFD: 



2017 
November 26, 2017, STMFD: 



2017 
December 10, 2017, STMFD: 



2017 
December 14, 2017, Trustees Meeting    Discussed merger with McMahan 



2017 
December 14, 2017, Trustees Meeting   Charles McCune retired 



2017 
December 16, 2017, STMFD: 



2017 
December 21 & 28, 2017, STMFD: 



2018 
January 17, 2028, Trustees Meeting 



2018 
January 17, 2028, Trustees Meeting 



2018 
January 25, 2018, STMFD Facebook:  February 2, 2018, STMFD Facebook: 

 
February 8, 2018, STMFD Facebook: 
  



2018 
February 10, 2018, STMFD Facebook: 



2018 
February 21 & 28, 2018, STMFD Facebook: 



2018 
March 8, 2018, Trustees Meeting   Joe Wolfe retired 



2018 
March 8, 2018, Trustees Meeting  Anchorage and Middletown merged 



2018 
April 2, 2018, STMFD Facebook: 

 
        Undated 



2018 
April 5, 2018,  http://www.wlky.com/article/firefighter-performs-heimlich-on-choking-
man/19697491 
    



2018 
April 13, 2018,  http://www.wave3.com/story/37961349/man-who-saved-children-from-burning-
apartment-it-was-my-duty-to-help 



2018 
April 15, 2018,  http://www.wave3.com/story/37961349/man-who-saved-children-from-burning-
apartment-it-was-my-duty-to-help 



2018 
April 19, 2018, STMFD Facebook:    April 29, 2018, STMFD Facebook: 



2018 
April 19, 2018, Trustees Meeting 



2018 
April 19, 2018, Trustees Meeting  Jeffersontown and McMahan are to merge 



2018 
May 7, 2018, STMFD Facebook & Twitter: 



2018 
May 24, 2018, Trustees Meeting 



2018 
May 24, 2018, Trustees Meeting 



2018 
May 24, 2018, Special Trustees Meeting  Lyndon wants to merge 



2018 
May 25, 26, 2018, STMFD Twitter 



2018 
May 29, 2018, Lyndon Trustees Meeting 



2018 
June 6, 2018, Trustees Meeting 



2018 
June 6, 2018, Trustees Meeting  Discussed Lyndon merger Kate Peter board member resigned so 
Stan Logan of Lyndon can join the board. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Stan Logan 
Partner, Shepherd Insurance 

• Shepherd Insurance  
University of Kentucky  
 
New Trustee member 



2018 
June 18, 2018, Joint Merger Petition of Lyndon & St. Matthews's   With Exabits  



2018 
June 18, 2018, Joint Merger Petition of Lyndon & St. Matthews's   With Exabits  



2018 
June 18, 2018, Joint Merger Petition of Lyndon & St. Matthews's   With Exabits  



2018 
June 18, 2018, Joint Merger Petition of Lyndon & St. Matthews's   With Exabits  



2018 
June 18, 2018, Joint Merger Petition of Lyndon & St. Matthews's   With Exabits  



2018 
June 24, 2018, The Courier-Journal 



2018 
July 1, 2018,  http://www.wave3.com/story/38551688/louisville-fire-districts-merge-to-better-use-
resources-improve-service 



2018 
July 1, 2018,  http://www.wave3.com/story/38551688/louisville-fire-districts-merge-to-better-use-
resources-improve-service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 1, 2018, http://www.wlky.com/article/lyndon-st-matthews-fire-districts-merge/22012502 



2018 
July 1, 2018, http://www.wlky.com/article/lyndon-st-matthews-fire-districts-merge/22012502 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 29, 2018,  https://www.whas11.com/article/news/local/lyndon-st-matthews-fire-departments-
merge/417-569356943 



2018 
July 1, 2018, https://lyndonfire.com/lyndon-fire-protection-district-merges-with-st-matthews-fire-
protection-district-effective-july-1-2018/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 1, 2018, http://www.wdrb.com/
story/38550803/st-matthews-and-lyndon-
fire-districts-merge-on-july-1 
 
 

 
 



2018 
July 3, 2018, http://www.wdrb.com/story/38568551/st-matthews-and-lyndon-fire-districts-merger 



2018 
July 12, 2018, Trustees Meeting 



2018 
July 12, 2018, Trustees Meeting 



2018 
July 12, 2018, Trustees Meeting   2659 accident, on STMFD property, out 6 to 8 weeks 



2018 
2018—https://www.kentuckyfiretrucks.com/Photos/Jefferson-Coun/St-Matthews-Fire-District/ 



2018 
2018—https://www.kentuckyfiretrucks.com/Photos/Jefferson-Coun/St-Matthews-Fire-District/ 



2018 
August 9, 2018, Trustees Meeting 



2018 
August 9, 2018, Trustees Meeting 



2018 
August 20, 2018,  The Courier Journal:  St. Matthews Responded 



2018 
August 20, 2018,  The Courier Journal:  St. Matthews Responded 



2018 
August 20, 2018,  The Courier Journal:  St. Matthews Responded 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 20, 2018,  http://www.wave3.com/clip/14575151/drone-video-aerial-view-shows-flames-
tearing-through-oldham-county-mansion 



2018 
August 20, 2018,  http://www.wave3.com/clip/14575151/drone-video-aerial-view-shows-flames-
tearing-through-oldham-county-mansion 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 21, 2018,  http://www.wave3.com/
story/38921521/fire-investigators-combing-
through-aftermath-of-massive-fire-at-oldham-
county-home 



2018 
August 21, 2018,  http://www.wave3.com/story/38921521/fire-investigators-combing-through-
aftermath-of-massive-fire-at-oldham-county-home 



2018 
August 21, 2018,  http://www.wave3.com/story/38921521/fire-investigators-combing-through-
aftermath-of-massive-fire-at-oldham-county-home 



2018 
August 31, 2018,  http://www.wave3.com/2018/08/31/crash-shuts-down-lanes-i-near-watterson-
expressway/ 



2018 
September 22, 2018, http://www.wdrb.com/story/39152970/lyndon-firefighters-remember-mentor-
friend-and-chief-who-died-friday 



2018 
September 22, 2018, The Courier Journal: 



2018 
September 24, 2018, STMFD—   1635 sold for surplus, ordered 2 new Tahoes 



2018 
October 3, 4, 5, 2018, STMFD Twitter: 



2018 
October 6, 2018, STMFD Twitter: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 13, 17, 2018, Twitter 



2018 
October 17, 2018, STMFD— 

October 18, 2018, STMFD Twitter: 



2018 
October 19, 2018, ttp://www.wave3.com/2018/10/19/strip-mall-catches-fire-st-matthews/ 

 
October 19, 2018, http://www.wdrb.com/
story/39319283/fire-damages-lexington-road-
laundromat-in-st-matthews 



2018 
October 22, 2018, http://www.wdrb.com/story/39526564/fire-damages-st-matthews-apartments 
3:45 p.m. Thanksgiving day, 2602, 5, 6, 81, 82, 36, & 59,  9901, 9942, 3357, 1235, 3752. 



2018 
October 22, 2018, http://www.wdrb.com/story/39526564/fire-damages-st-matthews-apartments 
3:45 p.m. Thanksgiving day, 2602, 5, 6, 81, 82, 36, & 59,  9901, 9942, 3357, 1235, 3752. 



2018 
October 22, 2018, https://www.wlky.com/article/crews-respond-to-apartment-fire-in-st-
matthews/25267533 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 31, 2018, STMFD Twitter: 



2018 
November 15, 2018, STMFD— 



2018 
December 17, 2018, STMFD Twitter: 



2018 
December 20, 2018, STMFD— 



2018 
Undated Twitter pictures— 



2018 
Undated Twitter pictures— 



2019 
January 6 & 14, 2019,  STMFD Twitter: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 14, 2019,  Minutes of the Reunion Committee— 



2019 
January 15, 2019,  STMFD— 

 
January 19, 2019,  STMFD 
Twitter: 



2019 
January 30, 2019,  https://www.wdrb.com/news/person-hurt-in-prospect-barn-fire/
article_a13bfac2-2500-11e9-a07b-af3ab83acc89.htm 

January 30, 2019,  https://www.whas11.com/
article/news/local/one-injured-in-prospect-barn-
fire/417-b3f04ab3-5aff-45a0-bd95-96959b24c00f 
L 

January 20, 2019,  https://www.wlky.com/article/
firefighters-battle-massive-blaze-at-sutherland-
farms/26092719 



2019 
February 8, 2019,  Minutes of the Reunion Committee— 

 
February 9, 2019,  Letter to Reunion Commit-
tee— 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2019 
February 12, 2019, https://www.wdrb.com/news/several-people-evacuated-after-fire-at-
jeffersontown-hotel/article_48dad070-2ebe-11e9-a3e5-bb4edae95e7a.html 

 

February 12, 2019, http://
www.wave3.com/2019/02/12/louisville-hotel-
catches-fire/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2019 
February 12, 2019, https://www.whas11.com/article/news/local/no-injuries-reported-after-j-town-
hotel-fire-forces-evacuation/417-ded1303e-1220-4ab6-8d72-94c95f14cc23 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



2019 
February 12, 2019, https://www.wlky.com/article/jeffersontown-ramada-inn-evacuated-after-fire-
breaks-out/26302552 

February 12, 2019, https://www.courier-
journal.com/story/news/local/2019/02/12/ramada
-plaza-in-jeffersontown-catches-on-
fire/2845362002/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2019 
February 13, 2019, http://www.wave3.com/2019/02/13/victim-pulled-prospect-barn-fire-dies-
injuries/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 20, 2019, 
Facebook 



2019 
February 14, 2019, STMFD— 

March 5, 2019, http://
www.wave3.com/2019/03/05/home-catches-fire-
lyndon/ 

March 8, 2019,  Minutes of the Reunion Committee— 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2019 
March 5, 11, 2019, Facebook 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2019 
March 21, 2019, STMFD— 

March 29, 2019,  Minutes of the Reunion Com-
mittee— 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2019 
March 20, 29, 31, 2019, Facebook 



2019 
April 2, 2019, http://www.wave3.com/2019/04/02/worker-falls-through-roof-high-school/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 12, 2019, Facebook 

http://www.wave3.com/2019/04/02/worker-falls-through-roof-high-school/


2019 
April 11, 2019, STMFD— 

 
 
April 16, 2019, Facebook 
 
 
 
 



2019 
April 19, 2019, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 



2019 
April 19, 2019, https://www.wdrb.com/in-depth/louisville-ems-union-claims-suburban-fire-districts-charging-illegal-tax/
article_7fc802d0-6071-11e9-8f2f-173f39bd4649.html  

April 30, 2019,  Minutes of the Reunion Com-
mittee— 

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.wdrb.com/in-depth/louisville-ems-union-claims-suburban-fire-districts-charging-illegal-tax/article_7fc802d0-6071-11e9-8f2f-173f39bd4649.html
https://www.wdrb.com/in-depth/louisville-ems-union-claims-suburban-fire-districts-charging-illegal-tax/article_7fc802d0-6071-11e9-8f2f-173f39bd4649.html


2019 
April 25, May 7, 12, 2019, Facebook 



2019 
May 6, 2019,  Minutes of the Reunion Committee— 



2019 
May 10, 2019, The Courier-Journal 



2019 
May 14, 16, 20,21, 2019, Facebook 



2019 
May 16, 2019, Trustees Meeting 



2019 
May 16, 2019, Trustees Meeting 



2019 
May 30, 31, June 1, 3, 4, 2019, Facebook 



2019 
June 7, 2019,  https://www.facebook.com/MiddletownFireKY/ 



2019 
June 7, 2019,  https://www.facebook.com/MiddletownFireKY/ 



2019 
June 17, 2019, Wave 3 TV—  STMFD responded with EMS only 



2019 
June 17, 2019, Wave 3 TV—  STMFD responded with EMS only 



2019 
June 19, 2019, https://www.wave3.com/2019/06/19/st-matthews-fire-department-raises-concerns-over-which-department-
should-cover-area/   

https://www.wave3.com/2019/06/19/st-matthews-fire-department-raises-concerns-over-which-department-should-cover-area/
https://www.wave3.com/2019/06/19/st-matthews-fire-department-raises-concerns-over-which-department-should-cover-area/


2019 
June 18, 2019, https://www.wdrb.com/news/st-matthews-firefighters-frustrated-they-couldn-t-respond-to-neighborhood/
article_8632558c-9201-11e9-a058-a39a868a764a.html  

https://www.wdrb.com/news/st-matthews-firefighters-frustrated-they-couldn-t-respond-to-neighborhood/article_8632558c-9201-11e9-a058-a39a868a764a.html
https://www.wdrb.com/news/st-matthews-firefighters-frustrated-they-couldn-t-respond-to-neighborhood/article_8632558c-9201-11e9-a058-a39a868a764a.html


2019 
June 18, 2019, https://www.wdrb.com/news/st-matthews-firefighters-frustrated-they-couldn-t-respond-to-neighborhood/
article_8632558c-9201-11e9-a058-a39a868a764a.html 

 

June 18, 2019, https://www.whas11.com/article/news/local/fire-departments-discuss-response-
times-coverage-areas-after-strip-mall-fire-in-st-matthews/417-d7ce6598-e6b9-4cbe-b7a5-
c3921a141e34 

https://www.wdrb.com/news/st-matthews-firefighters-frustrated-they-couldn-t-respond-to-neighborhood/article_8632558c-9201-11e9-a058-a39a868a764a.html
https://www.wdrb.com/news/st-matthews-firefighters-frustrated-they-couldn-t-respond-to-neighborhood/article_8632558c-9201-11e9-a058-a39a868a764a.html


2019 
June 20, 2019, https://www.wave3.com/2019/06/20/question-crossing-fire-district-lines-still-smolders/ 

https://www.wave3.com/2019/06/20/question-crossing-fire-district-lines-still-smolders/


2019 
June 20, 2019,  https://www.wdrb.com/in-depth/bill-takes-aim-at-whether-suburban-fire-districts-
can-operate/article_b11b5220-938d-11e9-9e26-2f4bc3b8a371.html 



2019 
June 20, 2019, https://www.whas11.com/article/news/local/fire-departments-discuss-response-
times-coverage-areas-after-strip-mall-fire-in-st-matthews/417-d7ce6598-e6b9-4cbe-b7a5-
c3921a141e34 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 20, 2019,  Minutes of 
the Reunion Committee— 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



2019 
June 20, 2019, Trustees Meeting 



2019 
June 20, 2019, Trustees Meeting 



2019 
June 4, 9, 17, 30, 2019, Facebook 

 
 
 
 



2019 
July 2, 2019,  https://www.facebook.com/MiddletownFireKY/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2019 
July 1, 2029, Facebook 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 12, 2019,  Minutes of the Reunion Committee—July 24, 2019,  Minutes of the Reunion Com-
mittee— 

 
 

 
 



2019 
July 12, 25,30, 2019, Facebook 
 

 
 

 
 



2019 
July 11, 2019, Trustees Meeting 
 
 



2019 
July 11, 2019, Trustees Meeting  New Ford Pickup 
 
 



2019 
August 2019, St. Matthews Living— 

 
 
 
 
 



2019 
August 6, 2019, STMFD—    Facebook 



2019 
August 13, 2019, Trustees Meeting 



2019 
August 13, 2019, Trustees Meeting 



2019 
August 14, 2019, https://www.wave3.com/2019/08/15/metro-suburban-fire-departments-agree-make-response-changes/  

https://www.wave3.com/2019/08/15/metro-suburban-fire-departments-agree-make-response-changes/


2019 
August 14, 2019, https://www.wave3.com/2019/08/15/metro-suburban-fire-departments-agree-make-response-changes/  

  

https://www.wave3.com/2019/08/15/metro-suburban-fire-departments-agree-make-response-changes/


2019 
August 14, 2019, https://www.wdrb.com/news/louisville-committee-puts-fire-chief-in-hot-seat-asks-
him/article_5283631e-bef9-11e9-8731-3f316685143a.html 



2019 
August 14, 2019, https://www.wdrb.com/news/louisville-committee-puts-fire-chief-in-hot-seat-asks-
him/article_5283631e-bef9-11e9-8731-3f316685143a.html 



2019 
August 14, 2019, https://www.wdrb.com/news/louisville-committee-puts-fire-chief-in-hot-seat-asks-
him/article_5283631e-bef9-11e9-8731-3f316685143a.html 



2019 
August 15, 2019,  Minutes of the Reunion Committee— 
 
 



2019 
August 15, 2019,  https://www.wave3.com/2019/08/15/smoky-roof-fire-jcps-building-quickly-
extinguished/ 



2019 
August 15, 2019, The Courier-Journal 



2019 
August 19,2019, https://www.whas11.com/article/news/local/louisville-suburban-fire-departments-to-discuss-working-
arrangements/417-c97250a9-6c82-4922-ab3c-3e6ca33985bd  

https://www.whas11.com/article/news/local/louisville-suburban-fire-departments-to-discuss-working-arrangements/417-c97250a9-6c82-4922-ab3c-3e6ca33985bd
https://www.whas11.com/article/news/local/louisville-suburban-fire-departments-to-discuss-working-arrangements/417-c97250a9-6c82-4922-ab3c-3e6ca33985bd


2019 
August 19,2019, https://www.whas11.com/article/news/local/louisville-suburban-fire-departments-to-discuss-working-
arrangements/417-c97250a9-6c82-4922-ab3c-3e6ca33985bd  

 

August 26, 2019,  STMFD— 

https://www.whas11.com/article/news/local/louisville-suburban-fire-departments-to-discuss-working-arrangements/417-c97250a9-6c82-4922-ab3c-3e6ca33985bd
https://www.whas11.com/article/news/local/louisville-suburban-fire-departments-to-discuss-working-arrangements/417-c97250a9-6c82-4922-ab3c-3e6ca33985bd


2019 
August 7, 10, 14 & 21, 2019,  Facebook 



2019 
August 24, 27 & 28, 2019,  Facebook 



2019 
September 2, 4 & 5, 2019,  



2019 
September 6 & 13, 2019,  Minutes of the Reunion Committee— 



2019 
September 6 & 9, 2019,  Minutes of the Reunion Committee— 



2019 
September 11, 12, 2019,  Minutes of the Reunion Committee— 



2019 
September, 2019, Jim Graven’s was trying to get the TV show Chicago Fire to send a representa-
tive to the Reunion.  He ask Al Ring to write a brief history of the department.  Did not work out. 
 
One hundred years ago, right outside Louisville, Kentucky, was a growing community called St. 
Matthews, Kentucky. It was a producer and marketer of potatoes and other vegetables, a stage-
coach and train stop, known for “fighting cock”, for sport, and a prominent Church called the St. 
Matthews Episcopal which became the name of the area.   
 
A major concern for the area was that there was no fire protection.  On June 11, 1919, the St. Mat-
thews Voluntary Fire Association incorporated .  The articles of incorporation said “this corpora-
tion is formed and is to provide way and means to protect the homes and property of the citizens and 
residents in and around St. Matthews in the event of fire and to establish and maintain an organiza-
tion for such purpose.”  
 
The first chief was Francis Xavier Schuler, Sr.,  who just stayed for one year.  Since then only 7 
more men have served as chief.  Chief John Monohan Jr. served 36 of those years and the present 
Chief Bill Seng has served 27 years.  The first apparatus consisted of a hand pulled hose cart with 
little equipment and 9 volunteers.  In 1920 they bought an old 1920 Ford Model-T Chemical Wag-
on, that served  the department for the next 11 years.  Because of having this apparatus the com-
munity had huge savings on insurance premiums.  
 
The first real firehouse was built in 1924 at 115 Breckenridge Lane. A large fire siren atop the 
Eline Building summoned the volunteers and phone calls were handled by the druggist next to the 
fire house. 
 
With the depression in full swing, 1930/31, the insurance bureau told the department they needed 
a new fire apparatus.  The old one was worn out, but the department had no money. On march 10, 
1931 Seagrave Fire Apparatus Co. delivered a new engine costing $6,080 to be financed over 5 
years.  The community pitched in and everybody worked to make money, but the department fell 
behind on payments and Seagrave tried to reposes the engine called Betsy.  For a while Betsy was 
hidden in various locations so this would not happen.  By 1938 the department finally paid off 
Seagrave and Betsy today is the Pride and Joy of the department. 
 
By this time the department was fighting fires in all of Eastern Jefferson County, and even beyond.  
In 1937 the big fire at Holy Trinity Church, was just one of many.  Then in 1939 the department 
added a 1924 White Salvage Wagon and they had to build a new fire house right next to the old 
one for $978.  In 1942 they added a 1941 Ford/Seagraves 500 GPM pumper.  In 1950 they added 
another engine and by 1952 they decided to build a new firehouse at 117 St. Matthews Avenue. 
 
When Chief John Monohan, Jr. took over in 1941 one of the first things of many he did was put 
the department on sound financial footing.  During his term the department grew from a 2 engine 
volunteer department to a well-equipped, well trained 5 engine with a quad and quint and moved 
again in 1969 to a large modern 4 bay building which is serving the department today. 
 
Some of the firsts were—  First in the area to utilize self-contained breathing apparatus.  First in 
the area to utilize two-way radios and alerting radio receivers.  First department in Kentucky to 
place a Quint apparatus in service. Added ‘Porto-power,” and then in 1973 added the Jaws of Life 
for rescues. 
 

In 1978 the department hired 3 paid firefighters trending toward a “combination department.”   
  
In 1980 the department received a Class 5 ISO rating.  Took delivery of the first tractor-drawn 
hook & ladder apparatus operated by any volunteer department in the area.  Paid staff expanded. 



2019 
September, 2019, Jim Graven’s was trying to get the TV show Chicago Fire to send a representa-
tive to the Reunion.  He ask Al Ring to write a brief history of the department.  Did not work out. 
 
In 1982 Under Chief Al Haeberlin’s leadership the department became the first volunteer fire de-
partment in the United States to be awarded an ISO Class 2 rating. 

 
1983, The department hired its first paid Fire Chief Franklin Florence.  Over his time he lead the 

department in becoming a “Fire District,”  and a second fire station opened in 1989 mainly to have 

equipment north of the CSX railroad tracks.   
 
The department has continued to expand it paid staff to the point the department is fully career 
department.  Most of this has taken place under Chief Bill Seng.  He has kept up with equipment 
and apparatus replacement.  Traditional boundaries were eliminated as far as response to emer-
gencies is concerned.  The closest resource is dispatched, regardless of jurisdiction.  This system is 
in effect today and delivers the best possible and fastest service to the citizens.   
 
In 2014, St. Matthews Fire & Rescue was awarded an ISO Class One rating.  This was an amazing 
achievement and places 
St. Matthews in the 
ranks of the top fire 
departments in the 
country.  Then in 2017 
the department  added 
the Advanced Life Sup-
port Ambulance Ser-
vice.  
   

July 1, 2018, the 

Lyndon Fire and Res-
cue next to the depart-

ment, merged with the 
St. Matthews.  Lyndon 

was started in 1950, has 

a similar history to St. 
Matthews and St. Mat-

thews even loaned 
Betsy in 1950 help 

Lyndon get started. 

 
Today the St. Matthews 

Fire District operates 
four fire stations with over 100 

members, with 2 

Quints, 3 Engines, 1 
hook & ladder, 4 ALS 

ambulances and 2 bat-
talion Chiefs. 

 
September 19, 2019, 
STMFD— 
 
   
 



2019 
September 19, 2019, STMFD— September 20, 2019,  Minutes of the Reunion Committee— 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
E-mail  September 24, 2019 



2019 
September 23, 2019, Trustees Meeting 



2019 
September 23, 2019, Trustees Meeting   got 2 new Ford F-150s 



2019 
September 24, 2019, STMFD—   September 29, 2019, STMFD—   

   
 
Working fire a little after 1 in the afternoon at 
1907 Maricopa Court, 40223, used 2658 aerial.  
2606 first on scene, heavy brown smoke show-
ing.    2605 safety.   Middletown assisted. 

October 7, 2019, STMFD—   



2019 
September13, 18 &  25, 2019, Facebook      
 



2019 
September 28 & 29, 2019, Facebook      
 



2019 
October  1 & 2, 2019, Facebook      

 



2019 
October  7 & 9, 2019, Facebook      

 



2019 
October  9 & 11, 2019, Facebook  
    
 



2019 
October 10, 2019, Trustees Meeting 



2019 
October 10, 2019, Trustees Meeting 



2019 
October 11, 2019, STMFD—      
 



2019 
October 11, 2019, STMFD—      
 



2019 
October 11, 2019, STMFD—      
 



2019 
October 11, 2019, STMFD—      
 



2019 
October 11, 2019, STMFD—      
 



2019 
October 11, 2019, has11.com/article/news/local/st-matthews-fire-celebrating-100-years/417-
cc587504-acee-4169-a20b-5bb46eb50bcf 



2019 
October 11, 2019, Talk Jack Monohan gave at Reunion— 
 

MONOHAN FAMILY 
 
 
BROTHERS:  JOHN MONOHAN 
  1937-1977 - 40 YEARS 
             
  HENRY MONOHAN 
  1931-1941 
  1956-1971 - 25 YEARS 
 
1ST GENERATION OF MONOHAN FIREFIGHTERS - TOTAL 65 YEARS 
 
BROTHERS: JACK MONOHAN 
  1951-1968 
  1973-2012 - 57 YEARS 
 
  DOUG MONOHAN 
  1964 - 1974 - 10 YEARS 
 
2ND GENERATION OF MONOHAN FIREFIGHTERS - TOTAL 67 YEARS 
 
BROTHERS: KENT MONOHAN 
  1976 - 2013 - 37 YEARS 
 
  STUART MONOHAN 
  1981 - PRESENT - 38 YEARS 
 
3RD GENERATION OF MONOHAN FIREFIGHTERS - TOTAL 75 YEARS 
 
BROTHERS: ROBBIE MONOHAN 
  2001-2002 - 2 YEARS 
  
  MICHAEL MONOHAN 
  2005-2010 - 5 YEARS 
 
MONOHAN COUSIN'S SON: JUSTIN TAMPLIN 
  1992-1998 - 6 YEARS 
 
4TH GENERATION OF MONOHAN FIREFIGHTERS - TOTAL 13 YEARS 
 
       GRAND TOTAL 220 YEARS 
 
NOTE:  THE MONOHAN FAMILY HAS BEEN ACTIVE FROM 1931 TO  
    PRESENT,  IN OTHER WORDS,  88 YEARS OF OUR 100 YEARS. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



2019 
October 11, 2019, Talk Jack Monohan gave at Reunion— 
 

NEED YOUR HELP 
 

COMBINED MULTI-FAMILY MEMBERS LIST 
70 YEARS LYNDON AND 100 YEARS ST. MATTHEWS 

 
 

NEED YOUR HELP TO REVIEW PRESENT LIST AND CHECK FOR 
CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS 

LYNDON IS BLUE 
ST. MATTHEWS IS RED 

 
LIST WILL BE AVAILABLE AT ALL 4 FIRE STATIONS 

 
WHEN COMPLETED IT WILL BECOME A 

PERMANENT DISPLAY 
 
 
 

CLOSING 
 

ON BEHALF OF ALL PAST AND PRESENT FIREFIGHTERS, I WANT 
TO SAY "THANK YOU" 

 TO ALL THE WOMEN IN OUR LIVES, BE IT 
WIVES, MOTHERS, GIRL FRIENDS, WHO 

STEPPED UP AND TOOK CHARGE WHEN WE LEFT  
 TO ANSWER A FIRE ALARM. 

 
 

THANKS AND HAVE A GREAT TIME.  BE SURE 
TO COME BACK SATURDAY FOR THE RIB COOK OFF 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2019 
October 11, 2019, Talk Jack Monohan gave at Reunion— 
 
 
 



2019 
October 11, 2019, Talk Al Ring gave at Reunion— 
 

I would like to talk to you tonight about Betsy. She is what I consider the Icon, pride and 
joy, show piece of the department.  She’s also a unifier of all the STMFD members in-
cluding our newest family members from the Lyndon Fire Department.  We are now one 
big family.  You will note in this talk many if not most of the fires mentioned either before 
Lyndon became a department, and  after, that in fighting fire we have always been inter-
twined. 
 

Betsy in technical terms is a 1931 Seagrave Suburbanite, 500 GPM triple combination 
pumper costing $6,080.00.  She had 6 cylinders and mechanical brakes which through the 
years sometime worked sometimes didn’t. She carried 200 gallons of water, but had no 
windshield, no roof or cab. She served as first line service 42 years until December 1973, 
however was called back in the Tornado in 1974, and was still used as an auxiliary, and 
training truck for many more years.  She has had the call numbers of Engine 2, S2, 8822 
and 2622.    
 

I mentioned that I think Betsy is a unifier for our new big family. Something we can all be 
proud of, look up to and for her to represent us.  Remember she is 88  years old this year. 
We acquired her in 1931 and we started as a fire department in 1919,  That means there 
was only 12 years Betsy wasn’t part of the department.  That has got to be the oldest 
piece of equipment still active representing the department.  With a total of about 1,400 
members from 1919, and then 1950 to today, only 13 members did not serve with Betsy 
out of 1,400. The only other item I can think of that comes close to that,  is Jack Mono-
han, who is 82, born in 1937. I know for a fact Jack remembers at age 4 being around the 
firefighters, apparatus, station, etc. and riding with his Dad on runs.   
 

Betsy started her career in big trouble.  She was the pride and joy of the community but 
the department could not pay for her.  All the local organizations including the St. Mat-
thews Community Club held all kinds of money raising events but it just wasn’t enough.  
For years the department had to “HIDE” Betsy in various garages to keep her from being 
repossessed.   
 

Over the years, she has made all the towns parades, hundreds of fire runs, and even going 
as far as Shelbyville, Kentucky on fire runs.  She has been involved in many funerals, and 
of course almost all the Crusade for Children, Little League parades and more.  Here are a 
few of the fire runs and events she was involved in. 
 
From 1931 into the late 1980’s her picture was on the letterhead paper of STMFD. 
 
1932, The Board agreed to talk to Anchorage about trading Betsy.  The Board felt that 
they could not pay Seagrave for Betsy due to the depression, motion failed. 
 
Fiscal Court of Jefferson County  denied a request for a $4,000.00 donation to pay off the 
deficit. 
 

1933, Betsy had a cracked cylinder head and it was repaired. 
 



2019 
October 11, 2019, Talk Al Ring gave at Reunion— 

1933 Letter to FELLOW WORKERS OF THE FIRE ASSIOCIATION—The remarkable 
results accomplished by you folks in soliciting funds to keep our fire engine, and the 
splendid response to your pleas by the citizens of  St. Matthews, are a source of much 
gratification to us all, and on behalf of the Association I want to thank each and every one 
from the bottom of my heart.   This was just for that years payment.  From J. H. Rudy, 
president of the Association. 
 

1935, Explosion and fire at Farmers Bank, Edwin Young brother of STMFD Chief 
Young died from injuries. 
 
1936,  2 homes lost including a 10 room home in Warwick Villa.   $7,000 damage to a 
home in Altawood Station on the La Grange Road., Fire at Palmer Asbestos and 
Rubber Corporation., Fire at Brookside Egg Farm on Shelbyville Road near Mid-
dletown. 
 
1937, She pumped many basements during the big flood until its pump blew. It was 
quickly repaired. Hugh Barn fire on Arterburn Estate.,  Fire at Nick’s Nursery on Shel-
byville Road, $150,000 Fire Razes Holy Trinity Church. 
 
1938, Another big fire on the Arterburn Property, Betsy was present in the “U.S. 60, 
Opening Parade.”,  Blaze destroys barn at Hurstbourne Farms.,  Nine Buildings destroyed 
by fire on the Smyer Farm on the Westport Rd and Goose Creek.  Major fire at St. Mat-
thews Lumber and Millwork Co. 
 
December 6, 1938, Eleven hundred dollar check to pay off Betsy. 
 

1939, The St. Matthews Tavern was destroyed by fire.  Lightning Destroys Barn on the 
John Monohan Estate on Browns Lane.,  Huge Blast Wrecks Home on Oxford Place. 
 

1940, 8 ply truck tires for Betsy, new shoes.  Mutual aid for a fire at the Jeffersontown 
School, flames through the roof.   
 

1941, Plainview Dairy Farm fire, homes on Dorsey Lane and one in Pewee Valley de-
stroyed by fire., Betsy was featured at the Field Day by the Zachary Taylor Post. 
 

1942, Home on Wiltshire Avenue heavily damaged by fire. 
 
1943, St. Matthews Motor Company, Frankfort Avenue & Chenoweth Lane, 17 cars de-
stroyed. 
 

1945, A & P Food Market at Lexington & Wendover destroyed. 
 

Mid to late 1940’s—A large fire in what is now Woodlawn Park, with a fire hydrant miles 
away, the firefighters hijacked a dairy truck.  The milk doused the flames but firemen for-
got to clean Betsy’s hoses and tank.  What happens to milk when it sours?  It stinks.   
 

Betsy also pumped water from Beargrass Creek after making a dirt dam to fight a barn 
fire.   At a fire in the Oxmoor area, firemen pumped from what they thought was a cistern.  
When septic tank fluid came out instead.  They did put the fire out. 
 



2019 
October 11, 2019, Talk Al Ring gave at Reunion— 

1950. St. Matthews loaned Lyndon Volunteer Fire Department Betsy to help start their de-
partment.  She was there until about 1953.  
 

1952, Greenhouse fire at Highbaugh Farms.   
 

1953, Power transformer exploded at Breckenridge Lane at the new Watterson Express-
way site., Portable building at Greathouse School destroyed.   
 

1954, Fire at the Neimier Planning Mill, 3640  Brownsboro Rd.,  Fire at Consolidated 
Sales Company, total loss, Frankfort Avenue. & Chenoweth Lane. 
 

January 1, 1956, just after the stroke of midnight!! Fire destroys the John Walser Compa-
ny, 4050 Westport Rd. 
 

1957, Explosions and fires rock both the St. John Lutheran Church, 901 Breckenridge 
Lane and Pryor’s Restaurant, Shelbyville Rd & Hubbard's Lane. 
 

1958, Fire at the A. J. Eline Building, Eagles Club, Frankfort Avenue.     
 

1959, Fire hits St. Matthews Feed & Seed Store, 225 Chenoweth Lane.  Dutchs Café on 
Frankfort Avenue. 
 

In the late 1950’s Betsy threw a rod right through the hood and the original Seagrave en-
gine was replaced by a large Mack six-cylinder.  
 

From 1954 to 1964 Betsy made 596 runs 
 
1960, Explosion and fire at Terry’s Texaco, 3800 Lexington Rd., Fire at Variety Mill, 
3640 Brownsboro Rd, Fire hits Our Lady of Lourdes Church, 500 Breckenridge Lane., 
Mutual aid to Lyndon for a barn, Vinecrest Avenue. 
 
1962, Fire hits the Patio Lounge at the Mall. 
 
1963, Fire damages the Smithers Food Market, 3741 Lexington Rd. 
 
1964, Embassy Club burns, 4325 Shelbyville Rd. 
 
1965, Major fire at Minish & Potts Florists, 110 Fairmeade Rd.,  2 alarm fire at Ballerina 
Dress Shop, 139 Breckenridge Lane. 
 
1966, Major fire in an Apartment house, 3800 Leland Rd.—9 below 0—, Major fire in the 
new Jamestown Apartments 3 buildings destroyed, Several fires in short order involving 
asphalt tanks at Palmer Ball, Westport Rd & St. Matthews Avenue.  
 
1968, 5401 Hempstead Rd, house fire, mother/daughter died., Frisch’s Big Boy restaurant 
on Shelbyville Rd. burns. 
 



2019 
October 11, 2019, Talk Al Ring gave at Reunion— 

March 1969, Fire at Louisville Boat Club with Harrods Creek, 4200 Upper River Rd., 
Fire at Louisville Country Club and 15 minutes later a major fire at Marshall Planning 
Mill 4053 Westport Rd.-Lyndon first in. 
 
Another fire a Jeffersontown Apartments many units involved.   
 
From 1964 to 1974, Betsy made 360 runs 
 
1970 Plaque on the front of Station 1, Betsy in the center.   
 
1970—Ponderosa Stake House on Shelbyville Rd. 
 
1971, House fire, 302 Castleview Drive, Greathouse School fire, Betsy with deck gun 
played a very important part. 
 
1972, Country Day School fire. 
 
April 3, 1974, Betsy placed in service for the Tornado.    
 
During the 1960’s  & 1970’s Betsy pumped the water for Water Ball Tournaments many 
times. 
 
August 19, 1998, “Betsy is Back”, just restored after six months of work by STMFD Of-
ficers and firefighters. 
 
September 12-15, 1998, Betsy exhibited at the International Association of Fire Chiefs at 
the Commonwealth Convention Center and the Kentucky Fair & Exposition Center. 
 
2001, Betsy on front cover of the Reunion Roster. 
 
January 6, 2004, Gar Davis took pictures of Betsy which were used for the cover of the 
book “St. Matthews Firefighters, 84 Years of Firefighting in St. Matthews, Kentucky. 
 
August 2009, Reunion T-Shirt 
 
As you can see Betsy has had a very active and interesting career, and can continue to be 
the Icon of the department for years to come.  I hope this has sparked some interest and 
you will share stories with each other tonight and tomorrow about your experience with 
Betsy.  Get with Rick Albers, he has many stories on her such as—First in on house fire 
when she was third out, brakes going out on fire run by the mall, trying to save a Chihua-
hua dog which also attracted the girls in the neighborhood,  and oh so many more.   
 
10/11/2019,  Al Ring 
 
 
 



2019 
October 11, 2019, Betsy 

T-Shirt given to Al Ring by friend of Jack Monohan      Al designed and made the John Monohan 
poster used in recruiting. 



2019 
October 11 , 2019, Reunion Pictures courtesy Al Ring: 
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October 11 , 2019, Reunion Pictures courtesy Al Ring: 
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October 11 , 2019, Reunion Pictures courtesy Al Ring: 
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October 11 , 2019, Reunion Pictures courtesy Al Ring: 
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October 11 , 2019, Reunion Pictures courtesy Al Ring: 



2019 
October 11 , 2019, Reunion Pictures courtesy Al Ring: 
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October 11 , 2019, Reunion Pictures courtesy John Turner 



2019 
October 11 , 2019, Reunion Pictures courtesy John Turner: 
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October 11 , 2019, Reunion Pictures courtesy John Turner 



2019 
October 11 , 2019, Reunion Pictures courtesy John Turner 



2019 
October 11 , 2019, Reunion Pictures courtesy John Turner 



2019 
October 11 , 2019, Reunion Pictures courtesy John Turner 



2019 
October 11 , 2019, Reunion Pictures courtesy John Turner 



2019 
October 11 , 2019, Reunion Pictures courtesy John Turner 



2019 
October 11 , 2019, Reunion Pictures courtesy John Turner 



2019 
October 11 , 2019, Reunion Pictures courtesy John Turner 



2019 
October 11 , 2019, Reunion Pictures courtesy John Turner 



2019 
October 11 , 2019, Reunion Pictures courtesy John Turner 



2019 
October 15 , 2019, Reunion Committee minutes 



2019 
October 15 & 16, 2019, Facebook 



2019 
October 23, 28, 29 & 30, 2019, Facebook 



2019 
November 7 & 13, 2019, Facebook 



2019 
November 15 & 17, 2019, Facebook 



2019 
November 18 & 19, 2019, Facebook 



2019 
November 20, 2019, Facebook 



2019 
November 20, 2019, Trustee Meeting 



2019 
November 20, 2019, Trustee Meeting 



2019 
November 22, 2019, Facebook 



2019 
November 27, 2019, Facebook 



2019 
December 5, 2019: 



2019 
December 11, 2019, Facebook 



2019 
December 11, 2019: https://www.wave3.com/2019/12/11/fire-damages-apartment-st-matthews-
complex/ 



2019 
December 17, 2019, Trustees Meeting 



2019 
December 17, 2019, Trustees Meeting 



2019 
December 25, 2019, Facebook 


